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the larger public there were vaudeville and gay
musical shows, which performed a similar
service. Mr. St. John Ervine, in his volume
of this series dealing with the Theatre, speaks
with distaste of the war-time productions. To
some extent I agree with him. Their promoters
set out ostensibly to cater for a standardised
person whom they called "Tommy," without any
first-hand knowledge of "Tommy's" taste and
intelligence. They seemed to assume that the
private soldier of this war was identical with
the private soldier of 1881. Still, there were
a few sensible productions which did not under-
rate the intelligence of the average man. I did
not see them, not being a theatre man, but I
heard about them; and from my own observa-
tion I know how thickly each audience of
Beecham opera was sprinkled with uniform.
The street scene of this time had somewhat
the nature of the first-act crowd in the town-
square of a light opera. Soldiers and sailors
were as frequent as civilians, and costumes and
uniforms were of all kinds,* Besides the British
uniforms, there were Canadian, Australian and
American uniforms; and here a&d there a
French, Belgian, Italian or Serbian uniform.
There were special constables and ambulance
men. There were the khaki women of the
W.A.A.C., the blue women of the W.R.N.S.
and the women of the Red Cross* There were